
  Forte di Gavi

  Category: Castles, Fortresses

  business description: The town of Gavi, known for its white wine, has ancient origins, having existed since the Neolithic
period. In Roman times, Gavium was an important village, located on the "link" road between the Via Postumia and the
Via Emilia. Already in this era, there is talk of a castle perched atop the rock overlooking the town, which allowed control
of the ancient road that linked Genoa to Monferrato and Lombardy. After the fall of the Roman Empire, Gavi passed
under various rulers and eventually became a Genoese possession. Certain historical records of the castle date back to
the 12th century. Passing first into the hands of Barbarossa, then his son Henry, who gave it to the Genoese, the fort was
the scene of battles between Tortona, Genoa, and Alessandria. Its true fortress status was achieved thanks to the military
engineer Vincenzo Maculano, known as Fiurenzuolo, who in 1625 was commissioned by the Republic of Genoa to study
a project to increase the security and military power of the ancient castle. The current configuration is a star-shaped
polygon, characterized by six bastions jutting out at acute angles, joined by curtain walls. Within the polygon, two areas
can be identified: the keep, or high fort, which encloses the original core, and the Citadel, or low fort, consisting of the
later buildings. The keep has an imposing structure, its walls primarily made of square ashlars. The Citadel consists of
two long buildings, a chapel, and a low building leading to an internal courtyard. Here, two large cisterns collect rainwater
from the roofs. In the low fort, other buildings can be seen, once used as warehouses, storehouses, and a powder
magazine. From the second half of the 19th century until 1907, Gavi Fort served as a rural prison. During World War I, it
housed Austrian prisoners of war. During World War II, it served as a prison camp for British soldiers, and later, the
Germans used it as a prison camp for Italian officers.

TOURS OF THE FORT OF GAVI, from April to September:
WEEKDAYS 8.30 a.m. 10 a.m. 11.30 a.m. 4 p.m. - €5 per person (regular tours by in-house staff)
PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 9.30 a.m. 11 a.m. 4 p.m. 5.30 p.m. - €5 per person (regular tours by in-house staff)

TOURS BY EXTERNAL GUIDES
External guides are welcome to conduct guided tours of the museum sites. To facilitate the organization of these tours,
without interfering with the "regular tours", specific times have been established. Tours with external guides are limited to
the Lower Fort, with a maximum of 25 people, and they must be formed and informed on the tour route, emergency exits,
and safety areas, prior to arrival. The guides must hold a valid license (in future, dedicated training courses will be
organized regarding the safety procedures and specific requirements of the Fort. In time, licensed guides will be required
to complete at least 8 hours of fire-prevention training).
WEEKDAYS 9.30 a.m. - 11 a.m. - 12 p.m. - 3 p.m. €5 per person
PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 10 a.m. - 11.30 a.m. - 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. €5 per person

OPENING OF THE HIGH FORT FROM AUGUST TO OCTOBER
For the High Fort we have agreed the following dates and times with the Amici association: second and fourth Saturday of
August, September and October, €5. Tour at 10.30 a.m. and 3.30 p.m. (groups of 12 up to a max of 15 participants). On
26.09, departures at 5 p.m. and 6 p.m. To book, phone or email staff at the Fort at: +39 0143 643.554;
drm-pie.gavi@cultura.gov.it

HALF-MOON BASTION 1 EURO (READING SPACE, PHOTO SPOT, LOOKOUT POINT)
Visitors who wish to visit the Half-Moon Bastion may do so by purchasing a €1 ticket. This allows them to spend time on
the bastion, read, enjoy the scenery, take photos and selfies, and enjoy the fort in a different way. Once the ticket has
been purchased, visitors can make their way directly to the bastion; for operational and safety reasons not more than 30
people can be present at the same time.

ALEXALA
Piazza della Libertà 43
15121 Alessandria (AL)
tel: +39 (0131) 288095
email: info@alexala.it
sito web: http://www.alexala.it
facebook.com/alexala.it - twitter.com/ATLALEXALA

I contenuti riportati possono subire variazioni nel tempo. Si precisa che le informazioni all'interno di questo messaggio e nei suoi allegati sono riservate e ad uso esclusivo del destinatario. Nel caso lo aveste ricevuto per
errore siete pregati di distruggerlo, non diffonderlo o copiarlo e di segnalarlo al seguente indirizzo privacy@alexala.it. Ai sensi dell’art. 13 del citato Regolamento U.E. 2016/679 e disposizioni di attuazione si comunica che i dati
(non particolari) di persone fisiche comunicati al fine di procedere ai contatti con società, enti od organizzazioni vengono trattati in base all’interesse legittimo del Titolare del trattamento, al fine di poter dare attuazione ai rapporti
con i predetti soggetti. Maggiori informazioni richiedibili all'indirizzo privacy@alexala.it.

Itinerario di prova – Pagina 1 / 3



 

  Address: via al Forte 14 - 15066 - Gavi

  phone: +39 (0143) 643.554   E-mail: drm-pie.gavi@cultura.gov.it

  Admission fee: Yes   other: The museum ticket office accepts both cash and
card payments.

  Guided visits: Yes  

  other: Access to people with specific needs

The tour route comprises three floors, due to the presence of steep slopes the areas accessible to people with motor
disabilities are all parts of the citadel and the conference room.

The Fort is equipped with a lift to allow the conference room and adjacent area to be reached.

It is advisable to contact the structure prior to arrival to organize your visit in the best possible way.

 

  Animals welcome: Yes   other: Dogs are allowed on a leash.

Assessment

  Noted in guide book: High   Prestige of the place: High

 

  Periods opening

Always valid

  Links

http://polomusealepiemonte.beniculturali.it/ind
ex.php/musei-e-luoghi-della-cultura/forte-di-g
avi/
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